Dear Katherine:

Well here we are, on the way to hit the Japs. This is the
first I have written while we are underway although we have been going
for a week now., However there really hasn't been anything of real in-
terest to write., I am not dating this as it is against regulations to
keep a diary or to write in diary form. So, although I will add to the
letter from time to time I won't write it as a day to day chronicle, but
merely as a continuous story. Naturally I won't mail it until a con-
siderable time after the operation is over and most of the stuff has
been announced to the public. We are on our way to invade the eneny
in one of his biggest stro lds. In fact this will actually be one
of the most important and biggest operations in the Pacific war to date.
Naturally we are all proud to be able to play such a major part in it,
The particular Island our outfit is going to hit is the biggest and
strongest of the group so we expect plenty of troudble. M and Tarawa
were set uia compared to what we are going into, inasmuch as there will

be enemy ] all around us. Of u-: will attempt to knoek
these out before we get there, but it is :zghly oubtful if they can
completely knock out all of them., The last week has been one of very
little activity. We just roll along day after day at our seeming snails
pace with not to see but blue water and sunny skies. The weather
really has been fine. Clear and sunny every day and not much sea, just
a long swell that makes us roll gently from side to side, but not enough
to bother with, although some of the soldiers get sea sick the first few
days. Time means very little out here on the ocean., I seldome know what
day of the week it is. A thousand miles gets to mean little to you in
such an illimitable expanse of water. In fact, from where we were this
morning one could travel a thousand miles in any direction and not see
land. Vie play poker must every night in the wardroom as there is no
other pastime except reading. Usually, in the afternoon around three
thirty I go out on deck in my shorts and piteh the medicine ball around
with some of the other officers to get a little exercise. Don't infer
from this however that we have lots of leisure time. We haven't., Ships
work keeps us fairly busy most of the time. Our particular group of
ships is condiderably larger this time thanilast and is better escorted.
This morning before dawn one of the destroyers picked up two subs on the
surface about ten miles away. They submerged before the DD could get
near and we don't think our group was spotted, however one mever knows.

Subs will not be as much of a bo as v 4 we have
enough escorts to take care of the subs thirsl:;:.auly !21?5» two.
Tomorrow we enter the area of enemy air search, that is, the area which
the enemy probebly patrols with his planes, nn& every day thereafter the
likelihood of being picked :f by them becomes stronger. We will probably
make up & pool on when the first real Ceneral Quarters will be sounded.
Took the crew up on the forecastle this morning and gave them the dope
on the coming operation also a little pep talk. Think they are all
raring to go. S0 are we, for that matter, Wonder if the Jap knows we
are on the way yet. Probably not., He'll pick us up soon though. Well
it won 't make much difference as he has probably been expecting us
anyhow, What did we give Janet for her b rthda¥. Today her birthday
I believe. Cive her my greetings, alt she'll get them a month or
two too late. Incidentally, I gusss we will be out here on this thing
for at least a month and perhaps two. Its a sort of progressive affair
and will take a good bit of time to finish everything up. When its all
over I think we stand a good chance of getting sent back to the States
this time. Hope so. This ought to be one good show. There are several
photographers aboard and I have a couple of cameras myself so I hope to
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get some interesting pioctures. Well, that's all to date. Will write
more when more develops, which nhoulin't be long now., Tomorrow is
possibly a little early but expect hot doings sure by day after tomorrow.
lMaybe we'll get a ocouple of more flags to paint on the bridge, —~—--- -

Four days have passed since I last wrote and nothing has happened yet.
It seems amazing that we have not had any contaect with the Jap as we

are now right in the midst of numerous islands he holds, in fact we are
Just about surrounded by Jap bases. Of course our planes and warshi

are pounding them continuously but I didn't think they could neutralize
them so completely. Tomorrow is D-day, If we are going to get anything
at all we'll get 1t this evening, Things are entirely too quiet and
peaceful. Its hard to believe that we are steaming along completel
surrounded by Jap bases, the nearest not more than 70 miles away, %ﬁ.ro
is a tremendous armada of ships of all descriptions divided into various
task forces which are now closing in on the objective from all directions,
Tomorrow morning will be the big day., Things will really start popping

then. The weather has continued to be as nes perfect as we ocould _
wish it. Hope it keeps up for the next tug.sgltﬁrto days t£.gili§. We'll
need good weather for the small boats to land on the beach., These #slands
are all fringed by a coral reef and a heavy surf could cause lots of
trouble. The Japs know we are coming by now because some of their planes
spotted other sroug:.or ships that are the vicinity the before
yesterday. There been no report of any attacks on our ps ‘zhi
their planes however. Seems like they would have tried to do something,

1 guess maybe most of their planes have been knocked out and they nay

be saving what are left for the day of the big attack, As far as we

are concerned, this has been like a pleasure cruise up to now. On the
last operation, we were attacked twice two days before D-day and shot
down the bomber on the day before. Well, no doudbt tomorrow will tell a
different story. In two or three days, I'll have plenty to write about,
so until then - au revoir, -~e-eec--e

It is now the afternoon of D-day. The bombardment has been aoint on
since dawn. There has been no s of enemy planes yet, nor is it
likely there will be any as our air cover is strong enough to maintain
e te control of the air. There are far more than 1000 fighters to
proteet us. I can't tell you exactly how many there really are and the
above figure is very low ed to. tual. _ a

for us so far us'u:,hnvt to do today at u&f‘uﬁi‘-ﬁ!!’in&'&ﬁiﬁf
part until tomorrow. The lessons learned at Tarawa were applied here
and instead of risking many men by a direct assault on the Biggest
base, they took adjacent lightly defended islands this mo and set
up artillery units on them to shell the big island until its defenses
are reduced. The ships will also bombard it of course and have been
do 80 all day. We hope to have it ready for invasion tomorrow

mo, whiceh is when we will play our « There is no er in-
volved for us however, only for the troops that have to go ashore. Of
course it may take longer than one day to soften it up. We get the

re over the radio from the planes that are spott for the big
ships. It is very interesting to listen to them. Some typical reports
are: "Right on the button, you've flushed the enemy out of that posi-
tion and they are now ru up the beach™ and "That last salvo landed
right in the blockhouse door but I think you'll have to get it in the
mi to do any good". You see its sort of a play by play description
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for us, There 1s another force of ships that is hitting the northern
section of the atoll in the same manner as we are hitting the southern
but we don't know yet how they are doing. There is a big airbase up
that « After all the bdeautiful weather we have been having today
of all days has to be rainy and dull., For that reason we can't see
much of what is happening from where we are except when there is a
brief clearing in the weather. Tomorrow however we will be much
oloser in and will get a good view of the whole show. Hope the sun

is out so I can get some good pictures. 7T

Plenty to tell this time., It is now 2 days after D-day and one day
after troops landed on the main objective. Yesterday morn before
dawn we steamed out of the lagoon %o rendezvous in our area from which
we were to take part in the operation. As we approached the island
the battleships opened their bombardment. There would be a big orn:go
flash that momentarily lighted up the entire sky, then from the poi
from which the flash came four, sometimes six, gioaning aparks raoced
with incredible speed towards the lslands in a graceful curving are,
Bach ' a 14 ineh shell. As they neared the of the
trajee they seemed to slow up and float down onto the island,
making brilliant flashes of light as they exploded. Five of six
seoonds later the sound of the explosions would reach us. As it became
lighter all types of ships closed in and kept up a continuous fire. The
fire was concentrated on the section of the beach on which the troops
were to land. Then the artillery on the adjacent islands captured the
day before opened and laid down a barr:fo. At the same time planes
continually dive bombed the beach and big bombers dropped heavy bombs,.
The noise was terrific. When the troops did get to the beach not a
shot was fired on them. What a difference from Tarawa. Men who have
been in toc the beach say that for five hundred yards back fram the
water's edge the earth completely plowed up to a depth of 15 ft.
Whatever was in that streteh wes s buried. The Japs had a con-
erete wall along the beaeh here a2bout five ft. thick but there is not
even a trace of it. Of course all that didn't get the Japs out of the
rest of the island. They merely retired back from the beach but it
gave us a beach head. From then on it was merely a matter of blasting
them out, This particular island was much more heavily fortified than
Tarawa. Sinece the leandinge the troops have been advancing slowly,
rooting them out of pillboxes and blockhouses. The artillery and ships
?avt kept up a continuous shelling as the F:::ps advanced. Night time -
8 the most spectacular as you can see ;1Illllll§::r A ’
sending huge spouts of flame as much ut.&%bﬁ £t. into th :!:!. g=g=...
night we were ordered to unload stuff that the troops needed during the
night very near to the beach., On one of the other islands near by
that we have not yet landed on a five inch battery had been intermit-
tently firing. A do:ﬁ::ior tumed his searc on us and the enemy
battery, see us s ng out like a sore thumb, tock a couple of
shots a{ us. About three shells hit the water near us and we could
hear one whistle past overhead. Iuckily he didn't hit us. It wasn't
much fun especially as we are cerrying hot cargo (munitions and fuel).
It looks like it w be a eouple of days yet before they finish off
this particular island, which the toughest in the atoll. Then there
are some others that have to be taken in the same atoll but which won't
be as tough. I don't believe we have had casualties and I know
the Jap casualties have been heavy. In fact it is unbelievable that
anyone could still be alive after the pounding the island has received
steadily for the past 72 hours. But there's plenty of them still in
there. There was lungIOG to have been about 5000 of them although
that figure is probably low. Very few will be taken prisoner if any.
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There has not been a Jap plane in the vieinity for the entire operation
to date. Reason - every plane in the island group was shot down or
damaged on the ground. or to the invasion and ws now hold such air
superiority that it is sible for the Japs to get planes in,
Mogt of ¢t stuff has now been released to the public via press
dispatoches as we get them over the radio every t. I don't know
how the northern group has made out but from the last reports every-
thing was going according to plan. The beach where the troops landed
is really someth to see. don't want to miss getting a phketure
of it. s time I got lots of good pictures of everything as I had
a good camera and plenty of film., There is also a special {hntogrnph.r
:zun 01::3:0 aboard who has taken a lot of pietures., More in the next
y or " Semmen

Here 1t is the next day or two. The battle for the main island in this
section is still going on but the Jape are now pushed into & corner and
it shouldn't be long before they are wiped out, They fight right on to

the end the no matter how hopeless the situation is. They figure

have saved their face, or some such rot as that. All night long star
shells have been bursting over the battlefield., They shed an eerie
light over the scene. Several of our small shizs boats have been in

to that section of the beach that we have well in hand with supplies.

Mir, Gurley, who went in oncone of the trips says that the troops ashore
dread the s 848 the Jazc hide in their holes end underground chambers
all day, or lie among the dead, and as soon as 1t gets dark they sneak
in through the linesin the hope of getting a few of our men before they
are seen., Its a ticklish buagzats as it is dirffgécult to teel friend

from foe in the darkness. Yesterday mo troops landed on another
island next to the main one. This one was second best defended in
the here. We took part in that also. This morning troops will

land on e more islands farther up the chain, Shortly after the
landing we moved in to only a little less than a mile from the beach,
50 that we had a ringside seat for the whole battle. The island is
very narrow and about a mile and a half long so that with the glasses
we could watch our tanks and infantry as it advanced along its length.
The tanks were out in front and would orawl aleng slowly, Lvery now
and then a T of smoke would land near one as a Jap threw a hand
frlnaln. y would all stop and open up on the Jap position until
Nyt B e B s R R TTING
other is. s c on it or a . a4
up to the beach and pound it, Then the tanks would move on, One tank
was way out in front of all the others, too far out front. About ten
Japs ran out of a blockhouse and smrrounded it, throwing hand grenades
at it. The tank would have been done for except that another teank a
good way behind could see what was going on through a break in the
trees and wiped out the Japs with light machine gun fire. Through
the glasses we can see the infantry picking their way along behind
the tanks. The boys step warily and rather gingerly as they advance,
believe me., At the first sound of rifle fire theyall dash for cover
and then proceed to locate the point where it came fram., VWhen they
do they sneak up on it from all sides and toss in grenades., They are
about two thirds of the way up the island mmé& now and should finish
up by tonight. All of the really tough islands have now been taken.
!gOr- are a good many more that we haven't landed on yet but they are
lightly defended and unimportant and can be taken at leisure with a
small force. I think we will have everything cleaned up here in
another week at the most. I guess we will ;robabl; be around longer
than that though. How long it is hard to guess. There are other
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atolls in the group that they may take over before we go back, in
which case we might well be around here over a month. hnoofulm
anxious to stay any longer than necessary as it is certain we'll get
some alr raids eventually. Its a little early yet to expect them but
in another week the Japs will probably start sending planes over every
now and then on nuisance ralds. Walter is writing Rosemary a book like
this also. We may wait till we get back to the base to mail it, as you
will probably get it just as fast anyhow, seeing how long it took you
to get the one I majlled at Tarawa. Some mail went in today but I was
too late to get a letter in., However, I am sure we will have some kind
of mail service in the next few days so I will dash off a short note
letting you know all is OK.

Went out this morning with another task forece to ca three more
islands. These last three were not nearly so heavily defended as the
ones preceding and were c¢leaned up in one day. We now hold practically
the entire southern tip of the atoll and most of the northern tip, in-
:'L.t.tdiu all thﬁ:. strong points. Other islands can be taken whenever we
evening some of our casualties were brnm for pm
treatment while awaiting transfer to a hospital ship. We have a doctor
aboard. One soldier had a bullet holé in his chest just above the heart,
It was a perfectly round hole about the size of a dime. The slug was
8till inside. They gave him plasma and dressed the wound with sulfanili-
mide. The Doe¢ says he'll probably recover. HHe didn't seem partiocularly
bothered about it, Two others had shrapnel wounds in their legs and
arms which weren't serious, Another guy had been hit by a bullet in the
wrist., The bullet had struck his rifle and glanced off into his amm.

He said the force of it spun him around and knocked him down, Says
don't feel any pain, just a huvi blow and numbness, and its hard to
tell where you're hit until ook around for the blood. Imteresting.
A boat came alongside later the night and took them off, ===-

Another day - two more islands taken., Up to now we've taken part in the
seizure of every island in the southern seetion., I think we're about
through now as far as that part of the job goes, but have no idea =k
what we'll do next. We should go alongside some transport today and
get water, as we are running low, Some of the ships have Jap prisoners
aboard. Would like to get one that could speak English as I

it would be 1nhroﬂ::g %o talk to him. I ;a&mtand tha; on skk the
main island that we hit the jzcu the Japs put all the native
children up to fifteen years m‘ﬁ"umi haﬁula

gunned them. They also herded the adult natives onto the beach and
shot them because they wouldn't fight for them. This was told us by
one of the wounded we had aboard. There were a good many natives on
several of the non-fortified islands however who were unharmed., I
believe they got two or three Jap women on the big island. The Army
unit aboard is sending some mail in today so I will write you a short
note. Hope you get it in a reasonable length of time. Heard someone
say today that there is a bill in Congress for $100 per month extra
for members of the amphibious force, as extra hazardous duty pay, same
as they now give troopers, and submariners. I'll believe it when
I see {t. like all rumers. Sounds like a lot of baloney to me as there
is nothing in this type of duty warranting extra ation any more
than any other % of duty oat. I won't refuse it if its true,
however. lLooks {1'1':. the end of the page coming up so I'll close for
the time being.~==--
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